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Absmct:

ppeﬂ"cr‘c y is & government of the people, for the people, and by the peopl.
y ople.”

Abraham Lincoin

mocracy means rule by the people to ensure that every ci .
dccils)i:’n making process elther‘dlrectly or indirectly throug illteiz::dtar:;:eanm‘? the
ndi s the 1argc§t. democracy in the world. The notion of democracy is built onmr;

remise that all citizens of a State are equal and that the nation offers an b t

all members of the society to participate in the process of se H_OPPO nity
DemocTacy; considered by most to be the best way to govern a nation sugoverr;a:nce,
when a full Cross section of society takes part in the process in equal measure. This z
turn should lead to the common pgrson’s participation in the political proces's of the

pation 8s & normal pattern. In _Indla—the world’s largest democracy by populati
this two-Step process is still falling short with participation of the general public after
the completion of the electoral process being negligible and restricted to the elite few
sections of society are deprived of a voice and do not take part in the

The poorer ( .
rocess till the next democratic elections. In other words, the democratic

,govemanoc P e
success of the nation is not shared by all.
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Introduction:
Since becoming independent from British rule, India has practised democracy,

and over the past 70 years, has also adapted the concept to create a uniquely Indian

-model. The democratic process as practised in India has its advantages and also its

_share of challenges that make it cumbersome and less than optimal in a number of
instances. Ever since the first elections held in 1952, there is no doubt that there has
‘been multi-fold increase in the level of political awareness in the country as a whole.
This is a positive move forward in a nation where a large part of the population are
_still uneducated and live a hand-to-mouth existence. Paradoxically, simultaneous to
.the increase in political awareness, there is also the increase in the misuse of the
electoral system by political parties and politicians to achieve narrow and parochial

objectives. Over a period of a few decades the political parties have
der to gain power through the

.compromised on values, ethics and morality in or :
‘electoral process, laying aside the imperatives of broader national interest. The
responsibilities towards the nation at large that should sit heavily on the elected
members of parliament does not merit a mention in the priorities of most of the
politicians.

Further, the politicians have al the use of unaccounted
money and the criml?i:nalization of politics; and they have promoted and :‘f‘m‘:
casteism and communalism within the society, which has led to deep root igous
and sectacian divide within the nation. In the Indian Prac 70 of democtaih )
based politics the mainstay for the well-being of any nation, has beehn :q:ubsumed
sacrificed at the altar of power worship. The quest for power 12
altruistic purposes and initiatives.
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that it had enjoyed gradually fey) aw

rt base xt elections. The average pchQn.1
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o i o
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; t. Over the y itiated any constitutional amendments to reg,
%% nent. has not ini he electoral process g i A8 in the partiamens
w.rb_ class D& ting 1n the . .
Wﬁn‘-:ﬁ;] N Clpathe legitimacy and vemctty of the Process. C,
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rectly AUE2
g &
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8 intoler
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‘N corruption

Trecting thig anomaly
d one that should he taken up on
e ori inal-pO_lit_iQim_T Nexus makes jt difficult for an incumbent
s . Homr’ e such an mltlatlve.
prion®" 1 to undertak
vernm
chluﬁ“’

lf-perpetuating cycle
. tant than national challenges—a self be seen that
being wnsidemdlam"‘_ ‘ E“i?simaiion to the tactical 13"“} ifhl:e;]:yc:?the m
cmerges. Extrapolating many divisive forc ence the electo
m the Indian context there aretof-a;ira;rogasis. They directly mnmu cy. Overcoming such
State and local g _day;n the correct practice of den:;ommun&l and sectarian
pomhnm.l difficu l;mmp a mountain of partisan,

is a
OPposition.
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