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This Unit discusses the cvolution, Teaning, iature. MApe, atd significane of onpatzale pubiic administrztion. Besides, Conparative Publíc Adrrninistoration (CPA) Contributing to the vietr * of adrministration by studying adrninistrative systerns in a crSÁnstitutional, intra-natinal, cns national. intra-cuitural, crSS-Cultural, and crosrternporal studies has al» been explained. 
EVOLUTION OF COMPARATIVE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (CPA) 
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Comparison of various political systems has heen a key oncern of a political thinker, six the 
tine of Aristotle. In conternporary tirnes, therehave been published a gd number of studie, (n Comparative constitutions and governments. However, comparison of adminístrative system has been undertaken only rarely by scholars. When political systerns are comparcd, there is an obvious referene to their respective adrninistrative systerns that function within thern, but such studies are only sketchy. Traditional coTIparative governrnent and adrinistrative tudies were confined to big powers, sucth a the United States, Great Britain, France, Gerrrmany, the Soviet Union, and Italy. his was a limitation in the traditiona! studies. Besides, the traditional analysis frYUed iaínly on the organization of governnent institutiuns, with a neglizibie ernphasis on the benavioural or dynarnic aspects of the government systerns. Besides, mst studies were deriptive in nature and not analytical or explanatory o problem-oriented Moreove, these studies did not take ints accou1t the interactíon between the governnent systerns and their environnent. Fred Riggs calls these studies the "governrnents of foreign countnes" rather than "coTnparative governrnents. 

2023 

It should be appreciated that before the Second World War, there were hardly any 'developing' nations of the conternprary tirrEs. Mont of thern were colonies of the western powers and hence, there was hardly any interest in studying their government ntructurcs. Intercst in comparative airministration was only rnarginai in the pre-Second World War tírne, yet there were a few interesting exceptions. Woodrow Wilon in his eninal article The Study of Adrminístration'" published the Politícal Science Quzrteriy (1887) had suzgested that the USA should learn from the patterns of European administrat i ve systerrs. without borruwing frorn them their centralized rnonarchical political systerns. This was a clear coTIparative orientatiton. Even L. D. White, who published the first text book in Public Adninistration introdction to the Study of Public Adrninistration' in 1926, was interested in constructing principle of adtninistratin that uld provide guidelines of action in public administration of Russia, Great Britain. Iraq. aTd the United States. Such a broad interest in traditional Comparative pubil adrninistratitm mAivated the latet advaced studies and orientations, Let us look at the factors that helped i the cvoution of contemprary conparative public administration. 1. Experience during the Second World War: 

2. interationai Techrk al Asistanc 

Sever wholars of western countries, particularly of the United States, had tthe opportunity ho iteastrative potis in certain nor)-Western natiD% during the war Their cxpere iilati 51Zit hat theTt VS fit1cea if1eEs aitnp he western and non ws icre of tiIT atisnistratve sirat tj and behavitr M dificrences, were p i tc te �iveuty in ultura! and eSioIC costeIS of butlh types of nation Ptulipp se Sapan, wich were ncupied by the USA fr a few years, ofecd cninent examp 
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PigisftiT ith te creation uf the Usted Nations i 1945. thhere wa% a substantial cipr. 
tMS ally pax. Brsude, there was thw Marstal Plan of the US desipned to provide such ia5sistance 

a tchmcal assistace t) the nnwestern cotsrstries that Werc gencrally 
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the administrative system more responsive to people's needs and aspirations. Moreover, the "throughputs' of an administrative system have made such systems more rational in their approach and 
11. Overcoming False Impressions 
In traditional administrative theory, a purely 'structural' approach was adopted and hence the non-western countries, not having certainconventional structures of the west, were considered to be 

that there are common functions being performed by administrative systems of most nations. In 

lessdeveloped. The structural-functional approach in comparative public administration has highlighted developing nations, there may not be one- to-one relations between structures and functions, since a large number of administrative structures in such nations are multi-functional in character. This insight 
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CONCLUSION 

2023 

has thrown new light on the competence of administrative systems in developing nations. In sum 
comparative study of public administration has positively influenced the intellectual development of th 
discipline of public administration and has broadened its structure, processes, roles, and behaviour . such. 

This Unit has discussed the evolution of CPA since post-Second World War time to its current status and its meaning, nature, scope, and significance. It highlights the co-existence of normative studies, empirical studies, ideographic studies, nomothetic studies, non-ecological studies, and ccological studies in the discipline of comparative public administration and this co-existence represents the nature of the discipline. The structures, processes, behaviour, impacts, environment of public administration, when examincd from a comparative perspective define the scope of comparative public administration. Finally, CPA conributing to the science of public adminisiration, re-enforcing the Iner disciplinay and ccologicai orientation, calling for development administration and administrative devclopinent has positively influenced the intellectual development of the discipline of public admin1stration and has broadened its structure, processes, roles, and behaviour, as such. 
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