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Introduction:

Devanur Mahadeva (b. 1948) is not a prolific writer.
His literary output is limited to just three books.
Dvavanuru (1973) a collection of seven stories, Odalala
(1978), a short novel and Kusumabale (1988), the novel
which won for him the Sahitya Akademi award. But no
other Dalit writer has proved to be as influential as he
in the post Navya period. There are two preasons for
this: his unparalleled grasp of the complexities of Dalit
life as a total insider and his path-finding search for
indigenous narrative modes and styles.

Devanur is widely recognized as a Dalit writer. This
is as it should significance of his work. For the first time
in Kannada a Dalit writer has succeeded in holding to
public gaze the life of his community which had melted
into darkness but while doing so he has tackled the most
vital issue of our times, that of survival and the problems
arising out of it. What strikes us most when we look at
his work as a whole is the progress he has made from a
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